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unruffled and resigned, and those who went to console
her left rebuffed, for the mother of the heroes had that
same sublime courage which she had passed on to her
sons.
She was neither dismayed in days of trial and tribulation
nor vain in hours of triumph. The arrival of Ramon at
Pernambuco was celebrated in El Ferrol with a Te Deumy
from which Pilar Baamonde was not missing. The public
was waiting afterwards at the door to applaud her, but she
did not appear. Upon inquiry, the curious discovered that
she had left through another entrance.
All this did not indicate an utter scorn of human glory,
but rather a singular tendency of the spirit to flee from all
that might seem vain and frivolous. "The laurels," she used
to say, "are for my sons, who deserve them." She was satis-
fied to give thanks to heaven during long hours of prayer
which she spent in the solitude of the churches of El
Ferrol.
On February 28, 1934, while travelling through Madrid,
Pilar Baamonde y Pardo passed away. She was sixty-eight
years of age. Death took her when she was preparing to
make a pilgrimage to Rome.
The register of the military parish of San Francisco^ El
Ferrol, records the note that on the 17th of December, 1892,
was celebrated the baptism of Francisco Franco Baamonde,
"who was born one half-hour after midnight on the 4th day
of that month, and who was baptized with the names of
Francisco, Paulino, Hermenegildo, and Teodulo; the son of
the naval paymaster Nicolas Franco and Pilar Baamonde/'
There was a school in El Ferrol named The School of the
Sacred Heart. It was founded by Marcos Vazquez, a priest
of exemplary habits, and following his death the good work
was carried on by Manuel Cornelias, an upright man, jeal-
ously and paternally solicitous of the welfare of the children